VIII

The Island Outposts

We have left to the last the islands scattered all over the
seven seas, except those which form part of definite geo-
graphical groups, such as the Caribbean and the Mediter-
ranean, Zanzibar, which is an integral part of East Africa,
or Ceylon which is an important colony in itself. The
existence of so many of these island outposts in all parts of
the world is no evidence of a spkit of "grab" or of an
Autolycan tendency for picking up unconsidered trifles
about the globe, but the inevitable result of world-wide
sea-power, which needed convenient harbours, fuelling and
watering stations, or to establish a line of communication
with widely separated territories and later cable and tele-
graph terminals. Moreover, the unremitting activities and
voyagings of sea captains and navigators from Elizabethan
down to modern times, together with charting duties for the
Admiralty, naturally brought many islands and other lands
under the British flag. Many more came under our juris-
diction, or fell to us as prizes of war, than we eventually
retained, being handed over or back to other Powers. Not
a few besought our protection, as in the case of Fiji. Indeed,
if we had been really an aggressive and consistently acquisi-
tive Power, as we have commonly been represented, we
might have reason (despite appearances to the contrary) to
be astonished at our own moderation!
The islands to be noticed in this chapter include, in the